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AGENDA 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE VILLAGE OF MORTON, ILLINOIS 

7:00 P.M. 
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 2025 

FREEDOM HALL, 349 W. BIRCHWOOD, MORTON, ILLINOIS 
 
I.  CALL TO ORDER 

II.  ROLL CALL 

III.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG 

IV.  PUBLIC HEARING 

V.  PRESENTATIONS AND SPECIAL REPORTS 

VI.  PUBLIC COMMENT  
A. Public Comments 
B. Requests for Removal of Items from the Consent Agenda 

VII.  CONSENT AGENDA 
A. Approval of Minutes 

1. Regular Meeting – October 20, 2025 
2. Closed Session – October 20, 2025 

B. Approval of Bills 

VIII.  CONSIDERATION OF ITEMS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA 

IX.  VILLAGE PRESIDENT 

X.  VILLAGE CLERK 

XI.  VILLAGE ADMINISTRATOR 

XII.  CHIEF OF POLICE 

XIII.  CORPORATION COUNSEL 

XIV.  DIRECTOR OF FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES 

XV.  DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS 
A. Resolution 21-26 – A Resolution for Improvement Under the Illinois Highway Code (IDOT) - MFT Funds 

for IL 98 (Birchwood St.) Intersection Improvements Project at Erie Ave. and Flint Ave. 
B. Resolution 22-26 – A Resolution Approving Contract for Legal Services with Stag Liuzza, LLC and 

Gardiner Koch Weisberg & Wrona Regarding AFFF PFAS Litigation. 

XVI.  ZONING AND CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER 
A. FY26 Q2 Permit Type Reports. 

XVII. VILLAGE TRUSTEES 
A. Trustee Blunier 
B. Trustee Cirilli  
C. Trustee Hilliard 
D. Trustee Leitch 
E. Trustee Menold 
F. Trustee Parrott 

XVIII. CLOSED SESSIONS 

XIX.  CONSIDERATION OF MATTERS ARISING FROM CLOSED SESSIONS 

XX.  ADJOURNMENT 
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VILLAGE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
REGULAR MEETING 

7:00 P.M., OCTOBER 20, 2025 
 
After calling the meeting to order, President Kaufman led the Pledge of Allegiance. The Clerk 
called the roll, with the following members present: Blunier, Cirilli, Hilliard, Leitch, Menold – 5. 
   
PUBLIC HEARINGS – None 
 
PRESENTATIONS – None  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT – None 
   
CONSENT AGENDA 

A. Approval of Minutes. 
1. Regular Meeting – October 20, 2025 
2. Closed Session – October 20, 2025 

B. Approval of Bills 
Trustee Menold moved to approve the Consent Agenda. Motion was seconded by Trustee Cirilli 
and approved with the following roll call vote: 
Yes: Blunier, Cirilli, Hilliard, Leitch, Menold – 5 
No: None 
Absent: Parrott – 1 
 
CHIEF OF POLICE 
Chief Darche presented Resolution 20-26 – A Resolution Authorizing Agreement with Tazewell 
County Animal Control for Animal and Rabies Control Services. He noted that this is an annual 
renewal with a $360.11 increase, bringing the new total annual fee to $15,177.32. He also noted 
that this arrangement has been a significant benefit to the department, taking the responsibility of 
containing, transporting, and sheltering stray animals away from police officers. Trustee Blunier 
moved to approve. Motion was seconded by Trustee Hilliard and approved with the following 
roll call vote: 
Yes: Blunier, Cirilli, Hilliard, Leitch, Menold – 5 
No: None 
Absent: Parrott – 1 
 
DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS 
DPW Loudermilk requested acceptance of bid for the IL-98 (Birchwood St.) intersection 
improvements project at Erie Ave. and Flint Ave. in the amount of $2,281,000.00 and award of 
contract for same to Otto Baum Co., Inc. He noted that four bids were received, with the two low 
bids being within 2.5% of each other. The plan is to use Motor Fuel Tax (MFT) funds as 
budgeted, and he will bring a corresponding MFT resolution to the next meeting. Trustee Menold 
moved to approve. Motion was seconded by Trustee Leitch and approved with the following roll 
call vote: 
Yes: Blunier, Cirilli, Hilliard, Leitch, Menold – 5 
No: None 
Absent: Parrott – 1 
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DPW Loudermilk then requested acceptance of bid for the Street Department building 
renovations project in the amount of $1,869,000.00 and award of contract for same to N. Zobrist 
& Sons, Inc. He noted that two bids were received for this project and that the contract amount 
includes a $90,000 contingency allowance for unforeseen conditions and specific equipment 
purchases. He also noted that this project, combined with other Phase 1 work, came in under the 
$2.5 million budgeted for FY26. Trustee Leitch moved to approve. Motion was seconded by 
Trustee Hilliard and approved with the following roll call vote: 
Yes: Blunier, Cirilli, Hilliard, Leitch, Menold – 5 
No: None 
Absent: Parrott – 1 
 
DPW Loudermilk then requested approval of transfer of $18,950.31 from the Tourism Fund to 
the General Fund for 2025 Pumpkin Festival Expenses. He explained that these funds cover 
direct labor for the Street Department (e.g., barricades, cleanup) in the same manner as the 
transfers approved for Police and Fire at the previous meeting. Trustee Hilliard moved to 
approve. Motion was seconded by Trustee Leitch and approved with the following roll call vote: 
Yes: Blunier, Cirilli, Hilliard, Leitch, Menold – 5 
No: None 
Absent: Parrott – 1 
 
DPW Loudermilk then presented Resolution 19-26 – A Resolution Authorizing Agreement with 
the Greater Peoria Economic Development Council, Inc. to Provide Technical Assistance 
Relating to the Activity Delivery of the Community Development Block Grant. He explained 
that the agreement relates to a CDBG grant the Village acquired on behalf of Crane Equipment 
& Service of Illinois, Inc. for the renovation of the facility at 701 Flint Avenue. GPEDC will act 
as the liaison between the Village and the Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic 
Opportunity (DCEO) and will be paid up to $27,000 for their services, which will be paid from 
the CDBG grant funds, not Village funds. Trustee Leitch moved to approve. Motion was 
seconded by Trustee Hilliard and approved with the following roll call vote: 
Yes: Blunier, Cirilli, Hilliard, Leitch, Menold – 5 
No: None 
Absent: Parrott – 1 
 
ZONING AND CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER 
On behalf of ZCO Davis, DPW Loudermilk presented Ordinance 26-11 – An Ordinance Making 
Amendments to Sections Chapter 10-9 of the Morton Municipal Code Regarding Sign and 
Flagpole Regulations. Attorney McGrath explained that the ordinance has been in review over 
recent months and the primary goal is to eliminate content-based distinctions to comply with the 
First Amendment and a Supreme Court ruling. Trustee Hilliard moved to approve. Motion was 
seconded by Trustee Leitch and approved with the following roll call vote: 
Yes: Blunier, Cirilli, Hilliard, Leitch, Menold – 5 
No: None 
Absent: Parrott – 1 
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VILLAGE TRUSTEES 
Trustee Leitch presented Building Improvement Grant Recommendations for 636-668 W. 
Jackson St from the Business District Commission. He explained that the properties, owned by 
Hambrick Commercial Properties, consist of two buildings on one parcel of land, but with nine 
separate street addresses. The commission was initially unsure if they could approve grants for 
each address, but he noted a 2022 program change allows for per-address grants on a single 
parcel to help eliminate blight. The total recommended grant amount is $29,097.00 and the grant 
application broke down the costs for each address, covering exterior painting and upgraded 
signage. Trustee Hilliard moved to approve. Motion was seconded by Trustee Leitch and 
approved with the following roll call vote: 
Yes: Blunier, Cirilli, Hilliard, Leitch, Menold – 5 
No: None 
Absent: Parrott – 1 
 
ADJOURNMENT TO EXECUTIVE SESSION 
With no action expected to be taken following the executive for the purpose of discussing the 
collective negotiating matters between the Village and its employees or their representatives, per 
ILCS 120/2(c)(2). Trustee Leitch moved to adjourn to Executive Session. Motion was seconded 
by Trustee Cirilli and approved with the following roll call vote: 
Yes: Blunier, Cirilli, Hilliard, Leitch, Menold – 5 
No: None 
Absent: Parrott – 1 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Upon returning from Executive Session, the Clerk determined the same members present.  With 
no further business to come before the Board, Trustee Cirilli moved to adjourn. Motion was 
seconded by Trustee Leitch and followed by a unanimous voice vote. 
 
 
 
ATTEST: 
       ____________________________________ 
       PRESIDENT 
_______________________________________ 
VILLAGE CLERK 
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Resolution for Improvement 
Under the Illinois Highway Code 

Is this project a bondable capital improvement? Resolution Type Resolution Number Section Number 

Yes No 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the President and Board of Trustees of the Village 
Governing Body Type Local Public Agency Type 

of Morton Illinois that the following described street(s)/road(s)/structure be improved under 
Name of Local Public Agency 

the Illinois Highway Code. Work shall be done by Contract . 
Contract or Day Labor 

For Roadway/Street Improvements: 

Name of Street(s)/Road(s) Length 
(miles) Route From To 

+ 
- Birchwood St 2.7 IL Rt 98 Flint US 155 

For Structures: 

Name of Street(s)/Road(s) Existing 
Structure No. Route Location Feature Crossed 

+ 
- 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, 
1. That the proposed improvement shall consist of

2. That there is hereby appropriated the sum of two million four hundred thousand
 Dollars ( $2,400,000.00 ) for the improvement of

said section from the Local Public Agency's allotment of Motor Fuel Tax funds. 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Clerk is hereby directed to transmit four (4) certified originals of this resolution to the district office 
of the Department of Transportation. 

I, Sam Ritthaler Village Clerk in and for said Village 
Name of Clerk Local Public Agency Type Local Public Agency Type 

of Morton  in the State aforesaid, and keeper of the records and files thereof, as provided by 
Name of Local Public Agency 

statute, do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true, perfect and complete original of a resolution adopted by 

President and Board of Trustees  of Morton  at a meeting held on November 03, 2025 . 
Governing Body Type Name of Local Public Agency Date 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and seal this 3rd day of November, 2025 . 
Day Month, Year 

(SEAL, if required by the LPA) Clerk Signature & Date 

Approved 
Regional Engineer Signature & Date 
Department of Transportation 

Original 21-26 23-00131-00-PV



RESOLUTION NO. 22-26 

RESOLUTION APPROVING CONTRACT FOR LEGAL SERVICES WITH STAG 
LIUZZA, LLC AND GARDINER KOCH WEISBERG & WRONA REGARDING AFFF 

PFAS LITIGATION 

WHEREAS, the corporate authorities for the Village of Morton have been made aware 

by the Village attorney of certain litigation involving Aqueous Film-Forming Foams (AFFF) and 

such litigation could result in the Village obtaining money damages from said litigation to 

remediate possible issues in the Village's water supply; and, 

WHEREAS, the Village attorney has recommended that the Village hire outside counsel 

to represent the Village in said AFFF litigation and has reviewed and approved the proposed 

Contract For Legal Services with Stag Luizza, LLC and Gardiner, Koch, Weisberg and Wrona 

( attached hereto); 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE PRESIDENT AND BOARD 

OF TRUSTEES OF THE VILLAGE OF MORTON, Tazewell County, Illinois, as follows: 

1. The Village approves entering into the attached Contract for Legal Services with

Stag Liuzza, LLC and Gardiner, Koch, Weisberg and Wrona;

2. The Village President is authorized to execute the attached Contract on behalf of

the Village;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this resolution shall be in full force and effect upon 

its passage and approval. 

PASSED AND APPROVED at a regular meeting of the President and Board of Trustees 

of the Village of Morton, Tazewell County, Illinois, this ___ day of _______ -7 

2025; and upon roll call the vote was as follows: 



AYES: 

NAYS: 

ABSENT: 

ABSTAINING: 

APPROVED this ___ day of ______ � 2025. 

President 
ATTEST: 

Village Clerk 













Description Project Cost Permits
Accessory Building 81,000.00 2
Building Demolition 15,000.00 3
Commercial Building 
Addition / Renovation

147,000.00 1

Deck 30,420.00 4
Deck / Patio 1,000.00 1
Driveway, Approach, Curb 59,120.00 10
Egress Window 0.00 1
Electrical - Commercial 82,703.00 7
Electrical - Residential 254,159.20 64
Fence 202,040.42 25
Foundation 6,982.50 1
Gazebo 4,000.00 1
Home Occupation 0.00 1
Miscellaneous 151,535.00 13
Mobile Home 40,000.00 5
New One Family Residential 2,210,000.00 5

Patio 91,690.00 17
Plumbing - Fire Sprinklers 4,390.00 3
Plumbing - Irrigation 10,620.00 5
Plumbing - New Construction 0.00 6

Plumbing - Remodel 43,415.00 7
Residential Building  
Addition / Renovation

867,250.00 10

Sanitary Sewer Tap 24,250.00 13
Sign 81,348.48 8
Site Work, Asphalt, Concrete 1,813,442.00 3

Solar Panel 1,246,178.18 32
Storage Building 41,951.20 8
Storm Sewer Tap 0.00 2
Swimming Pool - Above 
Ground

15,000.00 1

Zoning 0.00 6
Zoning Amendment / Special 
Use

0.00 1

Total 7,524,494.98 266

$0.00
$50.00

$0.00
$175.00

$62,152.01

$650.00
$225.00

$3,600.00

$4,800.00
$400.00

$850.00
$2,707.70
$1,905.00

$1,580.00
$3,308.88

$25.00
$3,335.00

$302.50
$22,556.70

$850.00

$1,718.40
$9,297.33
$1,855.00

$50.00
$50.00

$720.50

$250.00
$50.00

$390.00
$50.00

    Permit Type Report
Permit Date

07/31/2025 to 10/31/2025
FY26 - Q2 Summary_End of Fiscal Q2

Fees
$100.00
$300.00

 10/29/2025 8:44:52 AM



Description Project Cost Permits
Accessory Building 87,750.00 4
Building Demolition 15,000.00 4

Commercial Building 
Addition / Renovation

682,450.00 3

Deck 130,649.00 11
Deck / Patio 3,385.00 2

Detached Garage 198,100.00 1
Driveway, Approach, Curb 167,525.00 27

Egress Window 0.00 2
Electrical - Commercial 237,655.00 16
Electrical - Residential 288,709.20 105

Fence 416,155.56 66
Foundation 6,982.50 1

Gazebo 5,100.00 3
Home Occupation 0.00 3

Industrial Building Addition 
/ Renovation

480,000.00 1

Miscellaneous 151,535.00 32
Mobile Home 64,000.00 8

New One Family Residential 4,610,000.00 8

Patio 134,675.00 29
Pergola 42,442.00 4

Plumbing - Fire Sprinklers 4,390.00 3

Plumbing - Irrigation 23,805.00 7
Plumbing - New 

Construction
268,000.00 11

Plumbing - Remodel 43,415.00 10
Residential Building  
Addition / Renovation

1,315,205.00 19

Sanitary Sewer Tap 44,250.00 26
Sign 198,261.80 17

Site Work, Asphalt, Concrete 1,911,406.19 5

Solar Panel 1,709,930.18 48
Storage Building 75,606.48 18
Storm Sewer Tap 0.00 6
Swimming Pool 470,000.00 4

Swimming Pool - Above 
Ground

29,500.00 3

Zoning 0.00 10
Zoning Amendment / 

Special Use
0.00 1

Total 13,815,882.91 518

$300.00

$0.00
$175.00

$122,680.15

$3,600.00

$7,200.00
$900.00
$250.00

$3,011.00

$3,200.00

$2,065.00
$5,734.97

$1,300.00
$475.00

$47,485.16

$1,450.00
$200.00
$850.00

$3,681.84

$150.00
$75.00

$2,431.25

$7,950.00
$484.00

$100.00
$4,138.40

$16,565.33
$4,634.00

$50.00

$820.50

$600.00
$100.00

$1,028.70
$1,075.00

    Permit Type Report
Permit Date

05/01/2025 to 10/31/2025
FY26 - YTD Summary_ End of Fiscal Q2

Fees
$200.00
$400.00

 10/29/2025 8:20:44 AM
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