
Land Use, Public Buildings and Village Infrastructure 
 
Land Use  
Recommendations Status 
Change zoning of some land between Detroit and I-155 from Industrial to 
Commercial and encourage industrial development west of I-155. 

 

Consider annexing property on Route150 east to Washington Blacktop in 
anticipation of an eventual interchange with I-74. Designate area around the 
interchange as Commercial. 

 

Facilitate a “walk-able community” – plan for small-to-medium Commercial 
development within walking distance of Residential areas. 

 

Green space, walking/bike trails should be part of or associated with all new 
development. 

 

Explore “screening” for “back-side” appearance of structures backing up to I-74 
and I-155. 

 
 

Develop concept of “Entrances” to Morton (150, S Main, Birchwood, 
Queenwood, etc). 

 

Explore a “Ring Road” for Morton, ways for traffic to go east/west or 
north/south through town without having to go through Main and Jackson. 

Village currently involved in Eastern Bypass Study 

Promote/enhance growth of Downtown Business District. Village working with Morton Economic Development 
Council in developing Downtown Morton 

Coordinate location of new schools with District 709 to promote “smart growth” 
in the Village. 

 

 
Public Buildings 
Recommendations – Short-term Status 
Village Hall: evaluate new building, preferably on a “campus” of public buildings 
to include, Tourism, Park District, Economic Development, Chamber of 
Commerce, Community Foundation, etc. 

 

Plan for construction of new fire station and headquarters. Construction started May 2009 
 

Recommendations – Long-term Status 
Construct at least one satellite fire station to meet needs of growing 
community. 

Land purchased 

Cooperate with other taxing bodies to evaluate the need for a Morton 
Community Center. 

 

Coordinate long-term planning for Pumpkin Festival grounds.  
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Land Use, Public Buildings and Village Infrastructure (con’t) 
 
Village Infrastructure 
Recommendations – Short-term Status 
Implement short-term recommendation from recent Traffic Study. Complete – Jackson St – 1st  Ave to Kansas Ave - Bi-

directional left turn lane 
Summer 2009 – Modernize traffic signal – N Morton 
Ave @ Bond St 

Extend West Courtland to Veterans Road Road opened Aug 7, 2009 
Extend Courtland east to Harding. Village Capital Project 2010  
Develop/implement schedule for timely replacement of streets.  
Upgrade connector streets for Village “ring road”.  
 
Recommendations – Long-term Status 
Implement long-term recommendations from recent Traffic Study. Ongoing 
Plan and lobby for new interchange with I-74 east of Morton and for Eastern 
By-pass/Ring Road for Central Illinois. 

Village currently involved in Eastern Bypass Study 

Implement current plans to update, upgrade and expand water and sewer 
systems. 

 

Maintain ownership and efficient operation of the Village owned Gas Utility. Village fully intends to maintain ownership and efficient 
operation 
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Economic Development 
 
Create a diverse, stable, sustainable and thriving economy which is compatible with and enhances Morton. 
Recommendations – Short-term Status 
Communicate with Morton businesses and residents appropriate information 
which demonstrates the need for economic development due to current and 
potential financial constraints on the Village; to make every effort to use the 
newly established Morton EDC and to coordinate economic development 
planning efforts. 

Ongoing 

Start and continue to use Hotel/Tourism money for ad campaign on current 
quality of life and reasons to visit Morton. 

Currently being considered 

Present a positive image of our community by developing quality, attractive 
entrance ways and to focus development of a second entry point at I-55 and 
Queenwood/Birchwood exits. 

 

Consider land use and traffic alternatives to remove congestion at the current 
Caterpillar truck entrance on North Morton Ave. and Jackson St. 

 

Use zoning codes and/or provide incentives to business located in the Morton 
Plaza and Field Shopping Centers allowing for upgrades, expansion and 
attraction of new business.  

 

 
Recommendations – Long-term Status 
Develop economic development plans and strategies to ensure that 
appropriate, coherent, and sustainable growth occurs in Morton without 
adversely impacting on the unique character of the community. 

Village currently working with Morton Economic 
Development Council on this issue 

Maintain an appropriate balance between business attraction and business 
retention and expansion. 

Village currently working with Morton Economic 
Development Council on this issue 

Encourage the development of tourism activities and events as an important 
component of Morton's economy that also contributes to the quality of life of the 
residents of Morton. 

Ongoing 
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Economic Development (con’t) 
 
Retain and expand existing businesses in Morton 
Recommendations – Short-term Status 
Work with the Morton Economic Development Council to ensure that Morton’s 
EDC Director coordinates with the Village regular scheduled visits with existing 
businesses to inquire of any ways the Village could help the business to 
succeed and grow in our community and/or to explore any possible hindrances 
to that success and growth. 

Village currently working with Morton Economic 
Development Council on this issue 

Develop planning strategies for creating viable sites for retail and commercial 
located at the I-155 and Birchwood intersecting points creating a second “entry 
point” for Morton. 

 

Village needs to be creative in offering economic incentives to assist existing 
businesses in their development and growth. 

Village currently working with Morton Economic 
Development Council on this issue 

 
Recommendations – Long-term Status 
Explore opportunities to enhance the economic viability and vitality of Morton 
and to facilitate the growth of existing businesses. 

Village currently working with Morton Economic 
Development Council on this issue 

Promote the Morton Enterprise Zone, when and where appropriate. Village currently working with Morton Economic 
Development Council on this issue 

Work with existing businesses to find markets for their products and services. Village currently working with Morton Economic 
Development Council on this issue 

Create relationships with and work with area educational and vocational 
institutions to provide educational and training programs needed by community 
businesses. 

Village currently working with Morton Economic 
Development Council on this issue 

Begin a focused effort to establish relationships with existing landowners who 
own property that may be needed for Village business and residential growth. 
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Economic Development (con’t) 
 
Attract appropriate new businesses to Morton in a manner that provides for manageable, smart, and sustainable growth and 
that maintains a sense of community identity 
Recommendations – Short-term Status 
Develop informational brochures and marketing packets.  Develop a Business 
Development “Kit” which tells a developer all the steps required to 
establish/develop a business in Morton. 

 

Develop and maintain a database of sites available for development. Completed 
Develop an economic development section on the Village's World Wide Web 
site.  Make sure that the website allows download of the Business Developers’ 
Kit contents and the database of sites available for development. 

Economic Development section on Village’s World 
Wide Web site developed 

 
Recommendations – Long-term Status 
Develop and implement a strong, consistent marketing campaign/plan/ 
program to market Morton to prospective and targeted businesses. 

 

Seek to attract businesses that compliment existing businesses, that contribute 
to stable, long-term growth, and that serve the divergent needs of Morton 
residents. 

Village currently working with Morton Economic 
Development Council on this issue 

Create an “industrial park” with certified sites for business locations.  
Create a “Village Campus” located adjacent to where the Police Department is 
located that includes the Park District, Village Offices, Chamber offices, 
Foundation Offices and Morton EDC office so access to these important 
organizations are “tied together” and exhibit a unified image. 

 

Promote the Morton Enterprise Zone, when and where appropriate. Village currently working with Morton Economic 
Development Council on this issue 

Examine the establishment and development of business, industrial, office, 
and/or technological parks for commercial development. 

 

Create relationships with and work with area educational and vocational 
institutions to provide educational and training programs needed by community 
businesses. 

Village currently working with Morton Economic 
Development Council on this issue 
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Economic Development (con’t) 
 
Have the downtown area serve as a vibrant community and economic center 
Recommendations – Short-term Status 
Explore incentives for downtown area property owners and tenants that will 
encourage refurbishing of and reinvestment in downtown area properties so as 
to make the downtown area an aesthetically and economically attractive area. 

 

Review provisions of the Morton Zoning Ordinance to identify regulations that 
may hinder redevelopment of properties within the downtown area. 

 

Develop a long-term strategy to acquire properties that could be used more 
appropriately and efficiently in enhancing the downtown area. 

 

Study possibility of creating nose-in parking on Main St, vs. parallel parking.  
 
Recommendations – Long-term Status 
Explore the possibility of creating a Downtown Business Zoning District to 
provide zoning regulations appropriate for the uniqueness of the downtown 
area properties and encourage the redevelopment of such properties. 
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Economic Development (con’t) 
 
Provide a business-friendly environment and a positive business climate 
Recommendations – Short-term Status 
Review Village ordinances, policies, and procedures to simplify processes and 
avoid unnecessary regulations while maintaining community standards.  
Establish a customer service mentality in the Village office so developers will 
feel welcome in our community. 

Ongoing 

Communicate and coordinate with business groups to encourage business-
friendly Village policies and procedures. 

 

Identify and evaluate economic development strategies that have been 
successful in other locations that could be applied to Morton and implement 
these strategies as appropriate. 

Village currently working with Morton Economic 
Development Council on this issue 

Identify Brand Image and logo for Morton.  
New signs at entrances to Morton.  
 
Recommendations – Long-term Status 
Conduct regular surveys and interviews with existing businesses.  
Create an annual budget line in the Village’s planning specifically listing 
Economic Development projects as they are presented, considered and 
approved. 

 

Build strong relationships between the public and private sectors by fostering 
clear communication and promoting a culture of cooperation. 

 

Identify incentives to attract new businesses and expand existing businesses, 
making certain that incentives given to new businesses do not harm existing 
businesses. 

Village currently working with Morton Economic 
Development Council on this issue 

Identify and develop appropriate infrastructure required to support development 
in targeted areas and for targeted businesses, i.e., real estate tax abatement 
for new construction or rehabilitation of old buildings short term. 
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Economic Development (con’t) 
 
Pursue economic development efforts as part of a regional approach 
Recommendations – Short-term Status 
Communicate and coordinate with the various economic development entities 
in the Tri-County Area and identify the role of each entity to reduce or eliminate 
duplication of efforts.  Establish and develop a cooperative relationship with the 
various economic development entities in the Tri-County Area. 

Ongoing 

Encourage a culture of cooperation among units of government within the Tri-
County area regarding economic development and other issues - Heartland 
Partnership, Peoria and Bloomington EDC. 

Ongoing 

Promote the uniqueness of Morton’s location along the “I-74 Corridor” and “I-
155 Corridor”. 

 

Work closely with Peoria Next as to potential relocation sites in Morton.  
 
Recommendations – Long-term Status 
Work with surrounding communities to encourage State and Federal officials to 
provide an Exit off of I-74 to the East side of Morton. 
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Schools and Education 
 
Recommendations Status 
Provide a “vision” of the scope of services, facilities and programs the school 
system needs to provide over the next 20 years. 
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Parks and Recreation 
 

Recommendations Status 
Better access to parks and schools by way of bike paths and sidewalks.  
Extensive recommendations are made for specific routes.  
Work with Village to develop “green space” in future developments, both 
residential and commercial. 

 

Work with schools to develop additional facilities (e.g., indoor and outdoor 
pools, tennis courts, band shell, basketball courts, walking paths, an indoor 
activity center, etc.). 

 

Enhance publicity and promotion of current programs.  
Modify programs based on demographic and seasonal needs.  
Consider creative funding sources other than direct tax revenue.  
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Library Services 
 

Recommendations – Short-term Status 
Consider installing drive-up return/drive-through window. Installed drop box August 2008 
Allow on-line reservation of materials. Implemented 
Allow self check-out.  
Communications via e-mail. Implemented 
Consider additional service hours, e.g., Sunday afternoons.  
 
Recommendations – Long-term Status 
Continue hiring and training strategies to support staff excellence. Ongoing 
Develop Succession Plan for library staff and administration. Ongoing 
Maintain leadership in terms of use of technology. Ongoing 
Maintain physical plant and furnishings. Ongoing 
Consider expanding the Library District to include all areas served by Morton 
Unit School District 709. 

Ongoing 
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Streets, Highways and Bikeways 
 

 
Recommendations on Streets and Highways are incorporated in those of Team #1, “Land Use, Public Buildings and Infrastructure”. 
 
Recommendations related to Bikeways are incorporated with those of Team #1 and also Team #4, “Parks and Recreation”. 
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Technology 
 

Recommendations Status 
Morton needs a “Home Page”, and the Village should take the lead to sponsor 
and coordinate among businesses, civic groups, other taxing bodies and not-
for-profit organizations. 

 

Develop and implement a system strategy for GIS (Geographic Information 
System) for mapping, public information, and emergency plan. 

 

Village should not create a Wi-Fi utility, due to rapidly changing technology; 
needs will be met by cable/telephone/cellular companies. 

No action needed 

Village needs to upgrade its own computer installation, service, maintenance 
and in-house capabilities. 

Completed 
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Emergency Response Planning 
 
Recommendations – Short-term Status 
Comply with the National Incident Management System (NIMS). Compliant with 2008 requirements 
Implement improved warning sirens, with solar backup and voice. Completed 
Investigate technology to send emergency messages to citizens or select 
groups of citizens at risk. 

 

Develop plan for high probability/high impact emergencies.  
Develop list of resources needed to support such a plan.  
Identify at-risk groups; review their internal plans and train.  
Analyze Incident Command Structure; staff to meet needs. Completed 
 
Recommendations – Long-term Status 
Establish schedule to exercise High Impact Event plans.  
Review and update all plans at least every two years.  
 
 

 14 



Morton’s Role in the Region, State & Nation 
 
Recommendations Status 
Tri-County Planning Commission is ready to conduct a study on the need for 
mass Transportation system; we recommend that we conduct a survey of 
Morton citizens on their interest in such a system. 

Survey was conducted 

The Triangle of Opportunity is a group of Tazewell County communities who 
have joined together for economic, educational, and leadership growth within 
our region. We recommend that we join and send a representative to the 
Triangle of Opportunity group to partner with our neighboring communities on 
growth and economic opportunities. 

Village has joined group and attends monthly meetings 

Encourage the Village Board and department heads to continue to keep 
informed of any new direction the local, state and national associations may 
deem important to our community. 

Ongoing 
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Health, Wellness and Senior Services 
 
Recommendations - Housing Status 
There is a growing need for senior-oriented housing/condominiums.  
Investigate incentives to encourage developers to meet this goal.  
Planned activities to be included as part of development.  
 
Recommendations – Senor Services Status 
Improve awareness of services so more people can use them.  
Coordinate opportunities for seniors to volunteer their services.  
 
Recommendations – Health and Wellness Status 
With the Morton Ministerial Association, explore “parish nurse” concepts to 
promote senior wellness. 

 

 
 


